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I’m happy to report that 2022 has been a great 
year for the Atlantic Region.! 
! 
As many of you may remember, our Holiday 
Party was canceled last year because the venue 
was shut down due to COVID.! This year we’ve 
had no such problems.!  In fact, our Concours d’Elegance at the Highlawn was an 
attendance record breaking event.!  And, if that is not impressive enough, our 
Holiday Party at The Tuxedo Club set an even higher attendance record.!  I want to 
thank all our members for making these events a big success.! 
! 
Our club donation of a new bicycle to the Toys for Tots charity program was a big 
hit.! A special thanks to Don Fish who donated $460 at the Holiday Party. 
! 
It was my distinct pleasure to award the Walker Cup for outstanding service to the 
club to members Richard Loccke and Ann Twomey whom I have also appointed to 
our Board of Directors as Directors at Large.! 
! 
Congratulations to all our concurs winners from the Highlawn.!All the PMC’s present 
were excellent.! The concours winning vehicles are the crème de la crème.! 
! 
And finally, thank you to all the members who brought their PMC’s out to the 
Holiday Party.! I’m sorry to say that we won’t see such a large and impressive lineup 
again until the Spring when our PMC’s emerge from their winter slumber. 
! 
I wish you all a healthy and prosperous New Year. 
! 
Regards, 
John Carter, Chairman

A MESSAGE FROM  
OUR CHAIRMAN

 JOHN CARTER
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LETTER FROM THE 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

JOAN IMOWITZ
Dearest Atlantic Region Club Members, 

John Shorter has written the cover story about his 1985 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spur; a beautifully maintained vehicle, 
which I hope you will all enjoy.  

In addition, we have a new author, the globally renown 
Davide Bassoli, who presents us with “Fifty Years of Twin 
Headlamps,” and an introduction to his article by Bill Wolf.  

And speaking of Bill Wolf, he has written a fascinating conjectural narrative of ‘The 19th Phantom IV’  
Everyone knows only 18 Phantom IV were built and sold solely to royalty and heads of state, but did 
you know there was a 19th Phantom IV?  You’ll find out more about this little known secret when 
you read Bill Wolf’s article.  

We welcome new member Dr. Ken Freedman to the Atlantic Region of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club. 
You might be interested in reading his impressive credentials.  

Mike Serpe continues his “Insights” column in which he gives his impressions of … well, everything 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley related.  

David Corbett, Chairman of the Iroquois Region, submits his witty juxtaposition between British-
English and American-English automobile nomenclatures. The comparisons are akin to Esperanto, 
but harder to learn.  

Joe Marley wrote about the Turtle Rally, sponsored by the Pray Foundation; an interesting read.  Ann 
Twomey has graciously written about events at the Atlantic Region Holiday Party.  

In this edition, we find out the winners of the October 22nd Concours event that took place at The 
Highlawn in West Orange, NJ.  Please see related article.  

Do you have something to say? Do you want your PMC to be featured in The Atlantic Lady? Have 
you attended an Atlantic Region event and would like to write about it? Please direct your comments 
to Joan Imowitz at:  rroc.tal.magazine@gmail.com 

Wishing you all a very happy and healthy New Year.  

Joan Imowitz 
Editor-in-Chief 
The Atlantic Lady Magazine 

mailto:rroc.tal.magazine@gmail.com
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Interested in advertising in The Atlantic Lady? 

Our magazine is distributed to over 1600 people in the Tri-State area. These people are 
proud or prospective owners of Rolls-Royce or Bentley Motorcars. They have an interest in 
high-end products and services such as new & used car purchases, repair & restoration, 
detailing, insurance, restaurants, hotels, apparel, cosmetics, cigars, and gifts to name 
several. Join us for a highly qualified marketing campaign. Please contact John Carter, 
Advertising Director at 646-937-0270 for more information.

Please patronize our advertisers. 
Let them know you saw their ads in 

The Atlantic Lady.

The Atlantic Lady is a publication of The Atlantic Region 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club. The Atlantic Region is an affiliate 

of The Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club, Inc.

Articles reflect the opinion of the authors and  not necessarily 
reflect the RROC or Atlantic Region. 

The Atlantic Region and editorial staff seek to publish 
accurate material, but neither assumes responsibility in the 

event of loss or damage from publication.
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The RROC Atlantic Region Wishes a 
Joyous Holiday Season and a very 
Happy New Year to all Atlantic 
Region Members and Friends
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SPOTLIGHT ON RARITY
1985 Silver Spur

JOHN SHORTER

One Sunday night, in the 1950s, when I was an 
elementary school student in Upstate New York, 
there was a documentary on television about the 
Rolls-Royce factory London. I was fascinated by 
how these beautiful cars were created.!I dreamed 
that maybe one day I would own one. As I grow 
older, I loved to look at Rolls-Royces and Bentleys 
at car shows and I would get very excited if I saw 
one on the road. It wasn't until about a half a 
century later that I met someone who actually 
owned one. 

When I taught theatre and English at Manhasset 
High School, I became friends with Susan Cuprill, 
the Drama Booster Club President. Sue's dad, 
Raymond Kane, was a successful businessman 
who had collected some cars including a beautiful 
1985 Silver Spur. He had purchased it new from 
Carriage House Motors in Manhattan.!I know this 
because I have the original bill of sale. I admired 
the car for many years and had the pleasure of 
riding in it several times; most memorably to my 
retirement dinner from 33 years of teaching, in 
2006. 

Several years later, at age 92, Ray passed away 
and his wife gave me first refusal to buy the Rolls-
Royce.! I jumped at the chance and was very 
excited to start driving. However, I soon 
discovered that it needed a lot of work to bring it 
up to safe driving condition.!  I spoke with guys 
h a d s o m e l o c a l c a r s h o w s a n d g o t 
recommendations for mechanics. For several years 
I poured more and more money into the car. 
However, many of the problems did not go away. 
Fortunately, I joined the Rolls-Royce Owner’s Club 
and became a member of the Atlantic Region.!! 

What a blessing to speak to knowledgeable Rolls-
Royce owners and attend a tech Meet on Long 
Island. There, John Palma, Technical Advisor, 
went over my car with a fine tooth comb.!  Other 
club members, with many years of ownership 
experience, listened/observed and confirmed 
John's recommendations.! Slowly, over the next 
several years, Palma Classic Cars made my car 
roadworthy again.!  That work, culminated in my 
being able to safely drive my Silver Spur to the 
National Meet in Lake George, this year.! A young 
boy's dream did come true! 

Chassis #  X12268
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I have always had a passion for excellence. I was named “Best Chiropractor in Central New Jersey” in the 
2020 Home News Tribune’s Readers’ Choice Awards, I am the Founder and Director of Freedman Chiropractic 
in East Brunswick, NJ. Since 1979. My practice specializes in offering natural relief of pain in the back and 
neck, and other health challenges, by improving the body’s ability to self-heal and optimize quality of life.  

I serve as the President of the East Brunswick 
Advisory Health Council. When called upon by 
the Mayor and Township Council, I, and my 
fellow members provide advice on matters 
pertaining to better community health. I am 
the creator and host of Wellness Spotlight, an 
award-winning health and wellness program 
airing on EBTV, airing 2008 to present.  

Regarded as the region’s preeminent wellness 
expert, I have also appeared on MSNBC; News 
4 NY; WABC Eyewitness News; News 12 NJ; 
the CBS Morning News KYW-TV Philadelphia 
and Channel 29 Good Morning Philadelphia.  

An Eagle Scout at the age of sixteen, I have 
always had a desire to help my community. I 
serve on the Board of the East Brunswick 
Regional Chamber of Commerce and the 
Board of the East Brunswick Public Library 
and I am the President of the Brier Hill at 
Colonial Oaks Condominium Association.  

I am married to my wife, Norma, for 31 years. 
We have two children, Jake, and Diana. The 
family enjoys traveling, fine dining, and 
enjoying the outdoors. 
   
My passion for excellence extends to my love of fine automobiles. Last year, my friend and fellow RROC 
member John Massamillo convinced me to take the plunge and purchase my first Bentley, a pristine, fully 
optioned 2014 Continental- GTC (SCBGU3ZA7EC089946), for which I am incredibly grateful. My car is a 
V12 convertible, sapphire blue over a two-tone blue/magnolia leather interior and a magnolia-colored top.  It 
has the Mulliner package with the dash, front/rear side inserts, and steering wheel finished in birdseye 
maple. I love the heated and cooled massage seats with lumbar support while enjoying the sumptuous ride.

Welcome New Member Dr. Ken Freedman

New Member Profile provided by DR. KEN FREEDMAN
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Can Your Rolls-Royce Live Without Water? 

When you balance the pros and cons of using water-based coolant in your engine a few obvious points come up: 

Pros:  
-Water is the best liquid for heat transfer. 
-Water is cheap, widely available, and periodic replacement is reasonably easy. 

Cons:  
-Water is corrosive and promotes electrolysis + cavitation. 
-Water has a low boiling point and can easily form vapor, build pressure, and boil over. 

When it comes to protecting the ride you love, you deserve a coolant that will perform, protect 
and preserve 24/7. While the pros list appears to save you money in the short run, the cons list 
can lead to expensive repairs, replacement parts, and a potentially ruinous day when boil over 
occurs at the worst possible moment.  

Here’s How It Works:  

Boil-over Protection 
With a boiling point of 375° F, more than 150°F above normal operating temperatures, Evans 
Collectors Choice coolant provides protection past the point where other coolants fail. Water 
may be the best liquid for heat transfer, but ONLY if it remains a liquid, i.e., below its boiling 
point. When coolant turns to vapor it loses 96% of its effectiveness in transferring heat from 
the cylinder heads, which of course is where most of the engine heat originates in the first 
place. Evans has the ability to absorb a high amount of heat from the engine block before 
boiling resulting in the lowest metal temperature in the cylinder ahead. With constant liquid-to-
metal contact, efficient and consistent heat transfer is ensured.    

John Robison, senior tech advisor for the RROC, writes in his February 2017 blog: (http://robisonservice.blogspot.com/
2017/02/changing-to-evans-waterless-coolant.html) “Vintage engines often have buildup of deposits in the internal 
cooling system passages.  They create hot spots inside the engine where temperatures exceed the boiling point of even 
pressurized coolant.  That reduces cooling efficiency and can lead to overheating. 

Pressure Decrease 
Evans will not form vapor, build pressure, or boil out. Older engines often have parts that are weakened by age.  High 
vapor pressure puts a stress on those parts and at some point they will begin to fail.  With significantly lower pressure, 
hoses, seals, gaskets last longer. In the rare event a leak occurs Evans will be a slow drip, rather than a high pressure, high 
volume expulsion of hot water/glycol coolant. 

Corrosion / Electrolysis Prevention 
Corrosion degrades cooling system metals from the inside out – where water is in constant contact - and when finally 
recognized as a problem, preventative measures are no longer an option.  What you’re left with is an expensive 
replacement of a radiator, pump, or thermostat. Removing water from the cooling system, corrosion and electrolysis are 
dramatically reduced.   

Permanent Protection 
Manufacturers typically recommend changing the coolant every 3 years as water-based coolant additives fall out of 
suspension over long periods of inactivity. Evans does not suffer additive dropout or degradation, and there is no need to 
play with the chemistry of the coolant.  Cooling system component life is increased, free from additional scaling, 
corrosion, cavitation and electrolysis. 

For additional product info and conversion instructions, visit www.evanscoolant.com or call 1-888-990-2665 to speak 
directly with an Evans Tech. 

http://robisonservice.blogspot.com/2017/02/changing-to-evans-waterless-coolant.html
http://robisonservice.blogspot.com/2017/02/changing-to-evans-waterless-coolant.html
http://www.evanscoolant.com
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Concours at The Highlawn
ROBERT IMOWITZ

It was one of THE best Concours events - EVER!  
Not only in the Atlantic Region, but in the history 
of mankind. John Carter ordered the perfect 
weather for this event on the 22nd day of 
October. He spared no expense to get just the 
right amount of sunshine and a mild breeze with 
temperatures in the mid-60s.  

The Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars that  
graced the asphalt of the elegant Highlawn in 
West Orange, NJ, were spectacular, as were the 
membership, especially the beautiful women. The 
men were dapperly dressed. We could not ask for 
a better turnout or a more fascinating coterie of 
cars and fashionable attendees.  

A sampling of the Rolls-Royce and Bentleys on 
display and/or being judged (listed in order of 
parking placement) can be found on the 
following page.  

John saw to it that new name badges were made 
for all the attendees. Michael Thompson designed 
the name tags and they made an exceedingly 
impressive presentation.   

Randall Fleischer told my wife that he was so 
pleased having his ’83 Corniche featured on the 
cover of The Atlantic Lady, that he brought 
along a copy of the Summer 2022 edition and 
displayed it proudly on his dashboard. Sure 
enough, when we walked over to his Rolls-Royce, 
there was The Atlantic Lady prominently 
displayed on the dashboard of his vehicle. My 
wife was quite flattered.  

And speaking of my wife, Joan, she worked the 
sign-in desk along with Michael Thompson. They 
enjoyed greeting the members as they walked into 
the room.  

As for the luncheon, there was a delicious 
assortment of appetizers, entrees and side dishes, 
as well as desserts. An extensive salad 
bar,! charcuterie table, pasta station, and 
entrée! offerings of braised short ribs and pan 
seared salmon. For dessert, there were a number 
of mini-pastries such as Napoleons and chocolate 
Eclairs.  Delish!  

Thanks to Michael Thompson for the photographs 
of the club members with their PMCs.  Nice job!  

Congratulations to John Carter and all those 
involved in planning and carrying out this 
excellent Concours event.  

Many kudos to judges Mike Serpe, Joe Marley, Ed 
Goldman, Justin Kerstner, Hugh Heller, Ken 
Koswener and Tracy Varnadore for judging most 
of the PMCs. Youth judges: Natalia Kerstner, Sonja 
Kerstner and Spencer Zate. 

Thanks also go out to Rich Halprin, John Matsen 
and Robert Turner who judged the older PMCs 
such as: Hugh and Leslie Heller’s ’54 Bentley, Ed 
and Joanne Goldman’s Silver Cloud II and Mel 
and Joan Davis’ Silver Cloud III, for their 
excellent work on behalf of The Atlantic Region 
and to all the members who attended and entered 
their PMCs for judging or display. A list of winners 
can be found on page 54 in this edition.   
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Above, from left to right:  
Ed and Joanne Goldman: 1961 RR Silver Cloud II [SZD 477]  
Hugh and Leslie Heller: 1954 Bentley R-Type Hooper [B75ZX] 
Iain Cameron: 1985 RR Silver Spur [NAF 13732]  
John Carter: 1990 RR Corniche III [DAL 30022] 
Charles Salomon: 1953 RR Silver Dawn [LSMF 68] 
Michael J. Thompson: 1967 RR Silver Shadow [CRX 2378] 
Mike Serpe: 1990 Bentley Turbo-R [RBL 32841] 
Joan Imowitz: 1982 RR Silver Spur [NAC 05765] 

Photograph courtesy of John C
arter

Photographs on the next two pages courtesy of Michael J. Thompson



  |  The Atlantic Lady20  |  The Atlantic Lady20



Winter 2022  |  21Winter 2022  |  21



  |  The Atlantic Lady22

MIKE SERPE’S INSIGHTS

With 2022 coming to a close it requires a brief 
meditational pause to try and clear the mind of so 
many great in person memories from over the 
year.   Not that I want to forget these adventures 
or those I met at them, but there were just so 
many great ones in our regional area it is quite a 
challenge to try and contemplate them all 
together as a representation of any one thing.  The 
twelve months were simply packed with more car 
events, races, concours, and rallies than I can 
recall ever being held.  It was like everyone that 
was on pause came out with a bang and outdid 
themselves while those who had been chewing on 
the idea of launching something new also came 
up  to the foul shot line (it's winter now so we will 
say) looked down at the hockey puck and swung at 
it with all they had.  This year was challenging!  
Overly populated by enticing events, all within a 
few hours run after a morning coffee, back for 
dinner….so many cool day runs that it was like 
drawing straws to figure out which to choose to 
participate in since there were so many overlaps.   
Even some of the ones we were set on at the get 
go ended up being missed but then there were 
others that just kept popping up. It was fun to see 
you all out at the various events that our RROC 
members attended outside of our own and I am 
proud of our club’s turnout at various events we 
don’t put on.    

One of the premier 2022 events to speak of was a 
concours that was organized by our own Bob 
Austin, the Fort Lee Concours, a French rules 
multi-marque event where quite a few of our local 
members brought their RR and Bentley motor cars 
to the public downtown affair.   

The New Hope Auto show was another smash hit, 
an annual run for many in our ATL region, as well 

as meeting up with folks 
from the Keystone region 
for the Radnor Hunt 
Concours.  Another which 
we have attended in the 
past was the Lime Rock 
Historics.  After a big win 
for our Turbo R sedan in 
2021 it was great to be there again this year and 
to congratulate John Carter for taking home best 
in class for all British cars.  This was a great 
surprise, not because there is any doubt about 
John’s car being wonderful and eye-catching but 
despite that it went up head to head with literally 
hundreds of other British cars, with even some 
worth well over $250k.   This included all the cars 
brought to field MGs, Triumphs, Austins, Jaguars, 
Aston Martins, Morris, Morgans, Lotuses, TVRs, 
Wolesleys, and several other major marque club’s 
entries.    

Since we had no local National this year, those of 
us fortunate enough to get to San Diego were 
actually in fairly high numbers.   We saw quite a 
crew of Northeast based RROC/RRF/BDC/RREC 
members we know from back in our area.  
Around our region, some favorites were Coffee 
and Carburetors in New Canaan CT which 
happens a few times a year, the Thompson 
Vintage weekend in Northeast CT, the Audrain in 
Newport, RI, the Castle Hillclimb North of Boston, 
MA, the RROC Vintage Rally held out of 
Rhinebeck, CT, BDC rallies, and last but not least 
as the Autumn turned the Iroquois region’s 
Chautauqua Tour was well worth the huge drive 
almost to Lake Erie.  At all these events we saw 
you with your RRs, Bentleys, and other great cars, 
stories to share and good times as a co-participant  
it takes a village to make an event go off, thanks 
for being part. 
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As the season drew down, we were fortunate to host 
our own Atlantic Region concours at The Highlawn 
in West Orange NJ.  We really lucked out because 
the weather was perfect and the views of Manhattan 
from up on this hill are really stellar.   The general 
public is allowed on the grounds as it is within a 
public park. Everyone coming by was caught by the 
row of knockout vehicles we assembled and we give 
thanks to all these residents for their interest and 
respect. In the field we judged four classes of cars. 
The new class designations were based on those 
participating, in order to better the competition. 
Since it is not much fun when a car competes in a 
class alone, or with only one other car, we developed 
some new groupings.   This included a Senior class 
for those that have won a 1st in class recently, a Post 
War 1945-1964 class with Silver Clouds and an R-
type, a Crewe-built class for SW and SZ based cars, 
and lastly a Coachbuilt class featuring a Mulliner 
Park Ward Coupe, several MPW Corniches, and a 
Mulliner Azure these cars ranged from 1965 to 2004.    

The score matrix was simplified this year.  We used a 
150 point scoring matrix divided into sections which 
made it more fair for participants, easier to prepare 
the cars for and also more simplified for the judges.   
Feedback so far has been very positive from all 
involved and I thank those who have taken the time 
to send in their comments.  If anyone else has any 
input I look forward to reviewing it you can always 
email me directly at mserpe@yahoo.com with your 
thoughts or concerns.   After the event, as VP of 
Judging and Concours I sent out all the scoresheets 
to each participant so they could review how their 
own car performed on the judging field that day.   
It’s all just about having a great time and also 
learning more about your beloved RR or Bentley 
motor car.  Having a set of seasoned eyes go over 
your car with you can be very insightful, help you 
better understand the workings of your vehicles, and 
better prepare for future events such as Gettysburg 
coming up in June.  That being said we should also 

remind ourselves going into these things to just 
relax and not stress out about the competition.  It 
is not the nationals, Pebble Beach, or Villa d’Este.  
We are here for fun and to support each other's 
desire to enjoy and care for these vehicles which 
amuse us.    

OK now, back to the competition, I am available 
to assist anyone interested in competing at the 
RROC National level with tips and pointers. We 
would also love to see our Atlantic region be well 
represented in the National Concours! Simon 
Curzon will also hold a judges training this Spring 
at RROC/RRF HQ if anyone is interested in 
judging at the Nationals.  Attending the training is 
very worthwhile even if you don’t plan on or are 
not sure if you will actually judge, although we 
hope you do! As a team captain at the National 
events let me help you make it happen. It is a 
great learning and networking experience.  The 
Curzon class is well worth it either way, they 
actually pull a car from each decade out of the 
RRF collection and they get used as samples.  So 
students get to experience a wide variety of cars 
in a unique learning environment. 

Last thing I want to leave you with is dear thanks 
and appreciation for our judges at The Highlawn 
concours. Our team was incredible bringing vast 
and diverse experiences coupled with energy and  
fabulous attitude. Atlantic region judges should 
be proud of their contributions to make an 
important event for our community a success.  If 
you get a chance and you see any of these folks, 
tell them Thank you!   

Mike Serpe VP Concours & Judging 
2022 Judges 

John Matsen, Justin Kerstner, Robert Turner, Joe 
Marley, Richard Halprin, Tracy Varnadore. Ken 
Koswener and Hugh Heller. 

mailto:mserpe@yahoo.com


  |  The Atlantic Lady24



Winter 2022  |  25

Silencer! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 
Wing  ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  
Screen wipes! ! ! ! 
Gearbox ! ! ! ! ! ! !  
Boot ! !! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 
Accumulator. 
Nav plate ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 
Bonnet ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 
Sills!  
Propeller shaft 
Tyre 
Fascia 
Lights 
Lamps 
Saloon 
Drophead 
Shooting brake 
Chubby box 
Trafficator 
Depression! 
Harmonic balancer

Muffler 
Fender  
Windshield wipers  
Transmission 
Trunk 
Battery  
Hubcap 
Hood 
Rocker panel 
Drive shaft 
Tire 
Dashboard! 
Window 
Bulbs 
Sedan 
Convertible 
Station wagon 
Glove compartment  
Turn signal   
Vacuum intake 
Slipper flywheel 

Can You Speak PMC? 
DAVID CORBETT
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The Nineteenth Phantom IV: 4AF13 
BILL WOLF

Herein lies a mystery... 
...concerning one of the most revered Rolls-Royce 
motorcars. In the 1950s, the Phantoms IV were 
sold to royalty and heads of state. Original 
owners include Princess Elizabeth, Generalissimo 
Franco and Aga Khan III.  

For many years it has been established and well-
documented that there had been only eighteen 
Phantom IV chassises manufactured. Some papers 
have surfaced that may belie this tenet of Rolls-
Royce scholarship.  

Discovered: The Nineteenth 
Rolls-Royce Phantom IV  
Sometimes called the Royal Rolls-Royce, the most 
exclusive Royce-Royce, sold to royalty and heads 
of state, the Phantom IV, a hand-built motorcar 
with a twelve-foot- long wheelbase and a straight-
eight engine, is an automotive legend. 
Coachbuilders Hooper, H.J. Mulliner and Franay 
crafted bespoke bodies for such as Princess 
Elizabeth, The Shahinshah of Iran, Aga Khan III 
and Generalissimo Franco—who requested armor 
plating on the three cars he ordered. One chassis, 
4AF4, was used internally at the Rolls-Royce 
factory as a utility vehicle and was fitted with a 
large, ungainly pick-up body, a “works truck” in 
Rolls-Royce parlance. In the list of chassis 
numbers, 4AF12 immediately precedes 4AF14. 
Superstitions persist.  

These two verities have been part of the Rolls-
Royce canon for decades: Only eighteen Phantom 
IV chassis were built and the number thirteen was 
not used in the distribution of PIV chassis 
numbers. It is then with some hesitation that I 
offer evidence that contradicts both. Recently I 
was privy to documents procured by a friend of a 
colleague of mine—both of whom must remain  

anonymous for obvious reasons. These documents 
were found during the 1998 shake-up in Crewe 
when Volkswagen acquired Bentley.* It has been 
said that during these transitions, archives were 
sorted, repacked, ransacked, transferred and 
redistributed. From a cleverly disguised, long, 
deep pigeonhole in an ancient desk discovered 
and opened by mere chance, my contact found 
and removed a worn, dark leather envelope. 
Sensing irregularity and significance, she secreted 
the parcel into the folds of her briefcase. Retuning 
to her room at The Crewe Arms Hotel, she had 
considerable difficulty opening the envelope as 
the catch operation required dexterity and 
thought, not unlike those clever, metal puzzles 
that were popular not so long ago. What may be 
the most enigmatic piece of the puzzle is the fact 
that the papers therein, finally shown to the light 
of day after decades, were obviously not the 
originals—but rather crudely reproduced, 
doctored and fragmented copies. Questions arise: 
Who made these copies? When? Why? And where 
are the originals today?  

These damaged and ye l lowing papers 
nonetheless attest to the existence of a nineteenth 
Phantom IV, 4AF13, built by Rolls-Royce Limited 
between September of 1951 and February of 1952
—but not built at Crewe. For many years, rumors 
have spoken of the existence of subterranean 
workrooms at a sister factory, the experimental 
Clan Foundry at Belper, rooms known only to a 
select few. The contents of these documents make 
it is easy to understand the clandestine nature of 
the whole affair. Cl ient confidential i ty, 
surreptitious police operations and delicate 
international diplomacy would certainly 
constitute pieces to the overall mystery. The time 
is now ripe to share this documentation with the 
world. Please examine these papers carefully and 
arrive at your own conclusions.  
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This is a parody. Any use of logos, fictional characters or other indicia is for humorous and 
satirical purposes only.

This article is sourced from the author's book that was published in 2015. Only 19 copies were 
printed and are now in private collections. 

"A frivolous book!" Sabu Advani.
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16 September, 1951 Mr. A. Pennyworth 
Wayne Enterprises Gotham, USA 

Dear Mr. Pennyworth: 

Thank you for your inquiry into the matter of the revised 
grille and the armor plating. We have discussed the 
matter both with internal and external engineers—with 
full discretion, I assure you—and we have verified that 
both will actually exceed the requirements of your client. 

I regret to inform you, however, that if the entire vehicle 
is to be armored as per your last instructions, cost 
overruns may be necessitated. These will be discussed in 
subsequent correspondence from our accounting office. 
You will also be hearing from our in-house barrister in 
the coming weeks. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I may render any 
further services. 

Yours faithfully,

 
FOR ROLLS-ROYCE MOTORS (LTD.) 

Export Manager 
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9 October 1951 Mr. Richard Grayson 

Wayne Industries Gotham City USA  

Dear Mr. Grayson, 

It has come to my attention that you have altered 
your requests for the concealed frame compartments 
of  “project Oman.” I have enclosed sketches for 
several possibilities as suggested by our engineering 
staff. If  you would kindly examine drawing A69-BX, 
you will see that the central latch is completely hidden 
from external viewing. 

We have also looked into the matter of  both the 
forward and rearward/boot winching systems. We 
have upgraded the coiled steel cables as per your 
specifications. 

I am also pleased to report to you that “Project 
Oman” is proceeding well within the allotted time 
schedule as outlined in our correspondence of  last 
month. 

I remain faithfully yours,  
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Manager of  Special Services 
Wayne International 

Serving Gotham—Serving the World 
Gordon 8-6600 

 
April 7, 1952  

James Farnsworth, EsQ Rolls-Royce Ltd Crewe, England 

My Dear Mr. Farnsworth, 

Although we appreciate the sentiments of  your letter dated 
last October Five, we were given the understanding that 
there would be no trouble whatsoever concerning the 
delivery of  4AF13. Would you please contact me at your 
soonest convenience so that we may discuss this matter in 
greater detail. 

Yours truly, 

L.Fox for BW Wayne International 



  |  The Atlantic Lady36

This photograph and below: Two of the nineteen Phantom IVs: Chassis 4AF10 and 4AF2: Courtesy of Roßfeldt Archives. 
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These and more great Rolls Royce and Bentley stories at
www.automotiverestorations.com/portfolio

A stunning, one-owner, 1928 Rolls Royce Spring!eld 
Phantom I Piccadilly Roadster. Pictured here restored 
to cosmetic perfection by Automotive Restorations, 

Inc. for the original owner, Mr. Allen Swift.

Elizabeth Taylor’s “Green Goddess” Rolls Royce 
Silver Cloud II Drophead Coupe, serviced and 
prepared for Guernsey’s Pierre Hotel auction by the 

craftspeople at Automotive Restoraitons, Inc.

Restorations / Collector Vehicle Care / Mechanical Services / Upholstery
Coachwork and Paint / Sales and Aquisitions / Storage / Event Services

automobile
Rolls Royce & Bentley

Beauty & Speed are in Our Blood
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Introduction: Davide Bassoli
 BILL WOLF

It was 2014 and our National Meet was 
being held in Seven Springs, Pennsylvania. 
Davide flew into Newark and I, with a 
friend, picked him up at the airport. This 
was our first meeting. He was to stay at 
our friend’s home in New Jersey then drive 
a classic Rolls-Royce, a drophead Cloud, to 
the Pennsylvania meet. From the first I 
knew that this affable man was someone I 
would want to know well. Davide is 
among the top scholars in the Rolls-Royce/
Bentley community. He has researched, 
authored and published several books on 
the marques. His automotive photography 
is first rate. His book Every Cloud Has a 
Silver Lining is the absolute last word on 
the Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud and the  

Bentley S-series, and it is published by 
Davide’s own publishing house, Nubes 
Argentea. This and his other books are 
literally award winning. 

Scholarship is but one side of Davide 
Bassoli. His interest in classic rock music, 
electric guitars, the arts in general and 
good food raise him far above mere Car 
Guy status. His intelligence and good will 
are known worldwide; he is always ready 
to offer assistance to anyone researching 
our favorite motorcars. I am honored to 
have him as a friend as The Atlantic Lady is 
honored that he agreed to offer the 
following:
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Article reprinted with permission of Davide Bassoli ©2012
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This past September 18th marked the start of the 
Inaugural run of the Turtle Rally – a three day 
romp through the twisty back roads of 
Connecticut and New York State for a good cause.  
That cause was the Pray Foundation which 
continues the work of renowned auto collector 
and enthusiast Malcolm Pray.  It maintains the 
Malcolm Pray Achievement Center – a beautiful 
complex that houses the late Mr. Pray’s world 
class automobile collection in a gorgeous park-like 
setting.  The Collection serves to inspire young 
men and women toward paths of success through 
entrepreneurship – and it was a fitting site to start 
our multi-day rally. 

We began the adventure on Sunday, September 
18th.  After a brief repast and a chance to admire 
the cars of the Pray Collection we began what was 
to be something of a practice run following clues 
through nearby Greenwich. I was delighted to see 
several of our Atlantic Region Members in 
attendance. Lorraine Hathaway was present 
(albeit in some Teutonic beast as her Rolls had 
been sidelined by a misbehaving oil pressure 
switch).  Bob Phibbs and Bill Pratt in their striking 
Bentley Azure drop head; and Don Fish appeared 
with Eric Sandler in his newly acquired Corniche 
convertible; and I accompanied our illustrious 
Chairman John Carter in his award winning white 
Corniche. Atlantic Region Member Charles Roy 
was ever-present as one of the chief organizers of 
the event. 

The “real” rally began at the Pray Center with 
breakfast promptly at 7:00am the next day.  
Coffee and espresso was served by a barista from 
an authentic Italian Vespa coffee truckette and 
pastries and quiches abounded.  Soon were off on 
the Rally with the first car leaving at 8:00AM and 
others following at 6 minute intervals.  We began 

the first leg of our journey – 131 miles of twisty 
back roads following the route and checking for 
clues. Some navigated the route successfully; 
some got lost; and others followed. Lorraine 
attempted a bit of trickery on the way to shake a 
close follower. John and I were more 
magnanimous toward Don and Eric. 

Back on the road, our next stop was a delightful 
French bistro in Windham, New York.  We ate a 
fine French buffet lunch and were back in the 
cars for the next leg of our rally. 

I tried to trade clues with some of the other 
participants to no avail.  The last leg took us to 
our destination for the night: The beautiful 
Otesaga Resort in Cooperstown, New York. 

Cooperstown was an unexpected treat. Although 
most known for the Baseball Hall of Fame, 
Cooperstown is much more.  Situated on the 
southern tip of Lake Otsego it’s a beautiful resort 
town.  Endowed by the founders of the Singer 
Sewing Machine Company it’s home to a first 
rate art museum among many attractions.  The 
Otesaga Hotel was first rate in every way and we 
quaffed champagne now that driving was done 
for the day and dined on a truly sumptuous 
buffet dinner then retreated to the downstairs 
lounge. We didn’t stay up too late – 7:00 AM 
would come quickly the next day. 

We began our 99 mile route through some of the 
most picturesque back roads possible, looking for 
business signs missing letters and barns with 
flags while admiring the panoramic vistas.  Any 
rally of this magnitude is not without some 
troubles: an Austin Healey had a flat, and a 
vintage Alfa lost its starter and required a push 
to get it going after each stop.  We all pitched in 

Turtle Rally 
JOE MARLEY
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to help. Thankfully, no Rolls or 
Bentleys suffered any ‘failures to 
proceed.’   

We arrived at the delightful 
Northeast Classic Car Museum in 
Norwich, New York after a few 
hours. The Museum has a splendid 
collection of automobiles with 
special focus on the Franklin 
marquee produced in Syracuse 
New York through 1934.  The 
museum is well worth a trip, but 
don’t expect to find any PMCs 
there; the only foreign car under 
its roof is a DeLorean DMC-12.   

After the museum we completed 
the last leg of our drive back to the 
Otesaga Resort . Lunch was 
provided (we did eat a lot on this 
trip) and everyone was off to 
explore Cooperstown’s various 
attractions on their own. We 
reconvened at 7:00PM in the Grand 

Dining Room for the Awards Banquet and the official conclusion 
of a wonderful experience. Alas, no one from the Atlantic Region 
won an award. But, all was for a good cause and next time – and 
we’ll be there for the next time – surely one of us will bring 
home an award to the Club.     

Photographs courtesy of Joe Marley
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The Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Atlantic Region members 
and families enjoyed a holiday party at the stately and 
elegant venue of the Tuxedo Club on December 10, 
2022.  The clear, crisp day, rustic Ramapo mountains and 
the vast Tuxedo Lake, were perfect backdrop for the 
classic RROC vehicles that adorned the parking area.  

It was also a celebration of the successful year of 
activities, events, honors and the increasing participation 
of membership. Through the leadership and dedication 
of Chairman John Carter and the entire Board of 
Directors, we had a banner year.  We are grateful for 
their work.  

Chairman John Carter gave greetings, a summary of 
accomplishments and brief prospective of  plans for 
2023. Vice-President of Judging Mike Serpe announced 
the winners of the Judging Awards which took place at 
The Highlawn in West Orange, NJ on October 22, 2022. 
These awards were based on a new approach that was 
more participatory, fair and fun. A key addition to this 
competition was the Youth Judging Award that engaged 
the children of members to choose a car that they 
admired the most. A list of award winners can be found 
on page 58 in this edition.   

ANN TWOMEY
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Winners of the Concours Event Held at  
The Highlawn on October 22, 2022 are as follows:

Graydon and Emily Walker Trophy for Meritorious Service to 
the Atlantic Region 

Ann Twomey and Richard Loccke  

RROC Howard Krimko People's Choice Award 
Leslie and Hugh Heller 1955 Bentley R-Type Hooper B75ZX 

Senior Class 
1st Place Joseph B. Mortell 1986 RR Silver Spur GOX-16224 

Coachbuilt Class 1965-2004 
1st Place Hilda and Jimmy Mascaro 2002 Bentley Azure KB2-01080 
2nd Place Debra and Vince Bassani 1986 RR Corniche DHC DAG-13466 

Post War Class 1945-1965 
1st Place  Leslie and Hugh Heller 1955 Bentley R-Type Hooper B75ZX 

Crewe Built Class 1981-1999 
1st Place Joan and Bob Imowitz 1982 RR Silver Spur NAC-05765 

Youth Judging Awards 
1st Place!Debra and Vince Bassani 1986 RR Corniche DHC DAG-13466 
2nd Place Michael Moran 1989 RR Corniche DHC DAK-24651



Winter 2022  |  59

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owner:  Michael J. Andalaft 

General Manager:  Roseanna 

Make your next stop here! 
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